
MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING 
OF THE BARCALDINE REGIONAL COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 35 GORDON STREET, ARAMAC 
ON WEDNESDAY 15 NOVEMBER 2017 

COMMENCING AT 9.15AM 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Councillor R Chandler (Mayor) (In the Chair), Councillors J Gray (Deputy Mayor), G Bettiens, S 
Dillon, M Rogers, B Plumb and G Peoples. 
 
OFFICERS 
D Howard (Chief Executive Officer), B Walsh (Chief Operating Officer), G Frangos (Acting District 
Manager – Alpha and Jericho), I Kuhn (District Manager – Aramac and Muttaburra), J Lawrence 
(District Manager – Barcaldine), J Ricks (Manager – Engineering Services) and A Newton (Minute 
Secretary). 
 
PRAYER –   Cr. Rogers read the prayer.   
 
CONDOLENCES   
A minute’s silence was observed to mark the passing of Mr. John Walters formerly of Muttaburra, 
Mr. John Ahern Senior of “Maylands” Muttaburra, Mrs. Mary Gadd of Barcaldine, Mr. Clive Walton 
of Barcaldine, Mr. Colin van Lathum of Barcaldine, Mr. James Campbell formerly of Barcaldine 
and Mr. Alexander “Lexie” Cooper formerly of Aramac. 
 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE    
Resolution: Moved Cr Peoples   Seconded Cr Gray 
2017/11/262 That leave of absence be granted to Councillor Dillon.   

Carried 
6/0 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS 
The Mayor acknowledged the traditional owners of the land, past and present. 

 
DECLARATIONS OF COUNCILLORS  
 
Material Personal Interest on any items of Business  
Pursuant to Section 173 (2) of the Local Government Act 2009, Councillor Bettiens informed the 
meeting of a material personal interest in relation to Items 3.2.6 and 3.4.1 (as a business owner 
and contractor) and left the meeting during discussions thereon. 
 
Pursuant to Section 173 (2) of the Local Government Act 2009, Councillor Peoples informed the 
meeting of a material personal interest in relation to Item 3.2.11 (as a business owner) and left 
the meeting during discussions thereon. 
 
Conflict of Interest - Nil 
 
Personal Gifts and Benefits - Nil 
 

 
BUSINESS 
 
1. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 
Summary: The following minutes required confirmation by Council:- 
  General Meeting – 25 October 2017. 
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Resolution: Moved Cr Bettiens Seconded Cr Plumb 
2017/11/263 That the minutes of the General Meeting held by Barcaldine Regional 

Council on the 25 October 2017 be received. 
 

Carried 
6/0 

 
Resolution: Moved Cr Bettiens   Seconded Cr Gray 
2017/11/264 That the minutes of the General Meeting held by Barcaldine Regional 

Council on 25 October 2017 be confirmed. 
 

Carried 
6/0 

 

 
2. PETITIONS  - Nil 
 

 
3. REPORTS 
 

 
3.1 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 

 
3.1.1 Councillor Information Bulletin 
 
Summary:   From the Chief Executive Officer tabling a list of items sent to Councillors in 

the Councillor Information Bulletin up to and including 10 November 2017. 
 
Resolution: Moved Cr Plumb     Seconded Cr Peoples 
2017/11/265 That the report be received. 

 
Carried 

6/0 
 

 

3.1.2 Application for Road/Stock Route Closure - Clews 

 
Summary:   From the Chief Executive Officer advising that an application has been made 

to the Department of Natural Resources and Mines to close a section of 
unconstructed road/stock route within the property owned by J and L Clews in 
Jericho. 

 
Resolution: Moved Cr Gray    Seconded Cr Peoples 
2017/11/266 That Council advises the Department of Natural Resources and Mines 

that it raises no objection to the proposed road closure. 
 

Carried 
6/0 
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3.2 CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER  
 

 

3.2.1 Information Report - November 2017 
 
Summary: From the Chief Operating Officer submitting a report on general matters of 

interest for the month of November 2017 relevant to the region’s operations. 
 
Resolution: Moved Cr Bettiens    Seconded Cr Peoples 
2017/11/267 That Council receives the Chief Operating Officer’s Information Report. 
 

Carried 
6/0 

 

 
At 9.30am Julie Mayer, Executive Manager Clinical and Consumer Engagement, Western 
Queensland Primary Health Network attended the meeting to update Council on the network’s 
operations.  Ms. Mayer left the meeting at 10.15am. 

 

 

3.2.2  Town Reserves – Depasturing of Stock Policy Review 
 
Summary: The amended Town Reserves – Depasturing of Stock Policy is presented to 

Council for adoption. 
 
Resolution: Moved Cr Peoples    Seconded Cr Plumb 
2017/11/268 That Council adopts the Barcaldine Regional Council Town Reserves – 

Depasturing Stock Policy (as per Attachment 1). 
 

Carried 
6/0 

 

 

3.2.3  2017 Annual Report 
 
Summary: The 2017 Barcaldine Regional Council Annual Report is presented for 

adoption. 
 
Resolution: Moved Cr Plumb    Seconded Cr Peoples 
2017/11/269 That Council adopts the Barcaldine Regional Council Annual Report for 

the year ending 30 June 2017 including:- 
 

(a) The audited financial statements for the year ending 30 June 2017; 
 
(b) The current year financial sustainability statement; 
 
(c) The long term financial sustainability statement; and 
 
(d) The community financial report for the year ending 30 June 2017.  
 

Carried 
6/0 
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3.2.4  Enterprise Bargaining Negotiations 
 
Summary: Approval for the Chief Executive Officer and or his delegate to commence 

negotiations with employees and unions for a new Enterprise Bargaining 
Agreement. 

 
Resolution: Moved Cr Bettiens    Seconded Cr Plumb 
2017/11/270 That Council authorises the Chief Executive Officer to commence 

negotiations with employees and unions for a new enterprise bargaining 
agreement. 

 
Carried 

6/0 
 

 

3.2.5 Proposed Planning Scheme 
 
Summary: The Department of Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning has offered 

to prepare a new planning scheme under the Planning Act 2016 for Barcaldine 
Regional Council. 

 
Resolution: Moved Cr Peoples    Seconded Cr Bettiens 
2017/11/271 That Council decides to make the Barcaldine Regional Council Planning 

Scheme (the proposed planning scheme) under Section 18 of the 
Planning Act 2016. 

 
Carried 

6/0 
 
Resolution: Moved Cr Bettiens    Seconded Cr Plumb 
2017/11/272 That Council directs, pursuant to Section 18(2) of the Planning Act 2016, 

that the Chief Executive of the Department of Infrastructure, Local 
Government and Planning be provided with:- 

 
(a) A written statement advising of the decision to make a new 

planning scheme; 
 
(b) Attachment A, which sets the nature and objectives of the 

proposed planning scheme and the state interests likely affected by 
the proposed planning scheme and advising that Chapter 4 of the 
Minister’s Guidelines and Rules may apply to the proposed 
planning scheme;  

 
(c) Attachment B, which sets out the preferred process for making the 

proposed planning scheme, including the order and timing of steps 
in the process and an indicative timeline for the process; and 

 
(d) Attachment C, which sets out the proposed communications 

strategy. 
 

Carried 
6/0 

 

 

At 11.10am the meeting adjourned for morning tea and resumed at 11.30am. 
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At this stage Cr. Bettiens declared an interest in the following item and left the meeting during 
discussions thereon. 

 

3.2.6 Planning and Development Report – November 2017 
 
Summary: The Planning and Development Report for November 2017 is presented for 

consideration. 
 
Resolution: Moved Cr Gray    Seconded Cr Plumb 
2017/11/273 That Council receives the Planning and Development Report for 

November 2017. 
 

Carried 
5/0 

 
At this stage Cr. Bettiens returned to the meeting. 

 

 

3.2.7 Australian Motorhoming Lions Club 
 
Summary: The Australian Motorhoming Lions Club has requested Council assistance for 

their world record attempt in 2019. 
 
Resolution: Moved Cr Peoples    Seconded Cr Bettiens 
2017/11/274 That Council provides in-kind support to the Australian Motorhoming 

Lions Club Inc. for its attempt to break the motorhome convoy world 
record. 

 
Carried 

6/0 
 

 

3.2.8 Request to Change Road Names 
 
Summary: A request from Longreach Regional Council to change rural road names 

where roads cross shared boundaries. 
 
Resolution: Moved Cr Gray    Seconded Cr Bettiens 
2017/11/275 That Longreach Regional Council be advised that:- 
 

(a) Council does not agree to change the Culladar road name for the 
section within the Barcaldine Regional Council area; and  

 
(b) the suggested Bude Road name change will not impact on 

Barcaldine Regional Council. 
 

Carried 
6/0 
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3.2.9 Town Planning Services 
 
Summary: A proposal from Reel Planning for the provision of town planning services. 
 
Resolution: Moved Cr Peoples    Seconded Cr Bettiens 
2017/11/276 That Council appoints Reel Planning Pty Ltd as Council’s town planning 

consultant for a period of 2 years under a Local Buy arrangement. 
 

Carried 
6/0 

 

 

3.2.10 Plant – Street Sweeper 
 
Summary: A final quote has been received for the purchase of a multi-function street 

sweeper. 
 
Resolution: Moved Cr Plumb    Seconded Cr Gray 
2017/11/277 That Council accepts the quote from Hako for the purchase of a Multi- 

Function Sweeper under a LocalBuy arrangement for a cost of 
$122,503.40 (excl GST). 

 
Carried 

6/0 
 

 

At this stage Cr. Peoples declared an interest in the following matter and left the meeting during 
discussions thereon. 

 

3.2.11 Application for Mobile Roadside Vending Permit 
 
Summary: An application has been received from J & K Ashton for a Mobile Roadside 

Vending Permit. 
 
Resolution: Moved Cr Rogers    Seconded Cr Plumb 
2017/11/278 That Council, assesses the application from J & K Ashton for a Mobile 

Roadside Vending Permit to sell mangoes in Alpha, Jericho and 
Barcaldine and approves the application on the following conditions:- 

 
1. The applicable fee is paid to Council for each site. 
 
2. Approval is for the use of the following sites: Rotary Park in 

Barcaldine, Railway Carpark in Alpha and Railway Carpark in 
Jericho. 

 
3. The hours of operation are one day per week at each site from 7am 

to 6pm from 15 November 2017 to 31 January 2018. 
 
4. The certificate of approval must be displayed for inspection by an 

authorised officer. 
 
5. The site area is to be maintained in a tidy condition and all rubbish 

removed from the site upon departure. 
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6. The activity must not be operated in a manner which is a risk to 
road safety. 

 
7. Roadside signs must not hinder traffic movement on or adjacent to 

the roadway. 
 
8. There is a limit of 2 roadside signs for each site. 
 
9. The public liability insurance must be maintained at all times for the 

approved period. 
 

Carried 
4/1 

 
At this stage Cr. Peoples returned to the meeting. 

 

 

3.2.12 Loan Borrowings 
 
Summary: A proposal to obtain a loan of $700,000 for the construction of the Aramac 

Swimming Pool and Amenities Block in accordance with the 2018 Budget. 
 
Resolution: Moved Cr Bettiens    Seconded Cr Gray 
2017/11/279 That Council obtains a loan of $700,000 from Queensland Treasury 

Corporation for the construction of the Aramac Swimming Pool and 
Amenities Block. 

 
Carried 

6/0 
 

 

3.3 FINANCE  
 

 

3.3.1  Financial Report – 2017 
 
Summary: The financial report for the period ending 6 November 2017 is presented to 

Council. 
 
Resolution: Moved Cr Peoples    Seconded Cr Plumb 
2017/11/280 That Council receives the Financial Report for the period ending 6 

November 2017. 
 

Carried 
6/0 
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3.4 MANAGER ENGINEERING SERVICES  
 

 
At this stage Cr. Bettiens declared an interest in the following item and left the meeting during 
discussions thereon. 
 
3.4.1 Works Report  
 
Summary:   From the Manager of Engineering Services submitting for Council’s 

information, the status of the scopes of work assigned to Engineering Services 
for the period ending 31 October 2017. 

 
Resolution: Moved Cr Peoples    Seconded Cr Plumb 
2017/11/281 That the Works Report for the period October 2017 be received. 

 
Carried 

6/0 
 

At this stage Cr. Bettiens returned to the meeting. 
 

 
3.4.2 Streetscapes 

 
 
Summary:   From the Manager of Engineering Services, Barcaldine Regional Council, 

submitting for and on behalf of the Chief Executive Officer seeking direction 
from Council with regard to the standard street widths (streetscapes) that are 
to be adopted in each town as nominated throughout the Barcaldine Regional 
Council. 

 
Resolution: Moved Cr Gray    Seconded Cr Peoples 
2017/11/282 That Councillors consult with the Manager of Engineering Services with 

streetscapes in each of the five communities as on the attached drawing 
(Drawing No. 170033-6 – Attachment 2) and implement same when 
constructing/reconstructing town streets within the Barcaldine Regional 
Council area to be adopted at a future meeting of Council. 

Carried 
6/0 

 

 
3.4.3 Tender for the Supply of 10mm Cover Aggregate 
 
Summary:   From the Manager of Engineering Services submitting a report on tenders 

received for the supply of 10mm cover aggregate associated with the 
Department of Transport and Main Roads Contract No. CN-7507. 

 
Resolution: Moved Cr Plumb    Seconded Cr Peoples 
2017/11/283 That Council authorise the Chief Executive Officer’s decision to award 

the Tender for the ‘Supply of 10 mm Cover Aggregate’ associated with 
the Department of Transport and Main Roads Contract No. CN-7507 to 
Michael Horman Transport Pty Ltd. 

 
Carried 

6/0 
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At 1.05pm the meeting adjourned for lunch and resumed at 2.15pm. 
 

 
3.5 ACTING DISTRICT MANAGER – ALPHA AND JERICHO 
 

 

3.5.1  Information Report 
 
Summary: From the Acting District Manager – Alpha and Jericho submitting the 

Information Report for information. 
 
Resolution: Moved Cr Peoples    Seconded Cr Gray 
2017/11/284 That the Acting District Manager’s Information Report be received. 
 

Carried 
6/0 

 

 
3.5.2 Changes to SBS Television Services 
 
Summary: Changes to SBS Television Services requires self-help / community providers to 
  upgrade equipment. 
 
Resolution: Moved Cr Gray     Seconded Cr Peoples 
2017/11/285 That Council agrees to upgrade the equipment to broadcast SBS services 

to the four communities. 

 
Carried 

6/0 
 

 
3.6 DISTRICT MANAGER – ARAMAC AND MUTTABURRA 
 

 
3.6.1  General Information Report 
 
Summary: The District Manager’s – Aramac and Muttaburra report was submitted to 

Council for information. 
   
Resolution: Moved Cr Peoples    Seconded Cr Bettiens 
2017/11/286 That the District Manager’s – Aramac and Muttaburra General 

Information Report be received 
 

Carried 
6/0 

 

 

3.6.2  Petition – Request for Special Holiday for Westech 
 
Summary: A petition and letter has been received from Annabel Finlayson of the Aramac 

Post Office containing 96 signatures for a request to have a Special Holiday 
for Westech (held every 3rd year) instead of the Melbourne Cup.   
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Resolution: Moved Cr Peoples    Seconded Cr Plumb 
2017/11/287 That Council receives the petition. 
 

Carried 
6/0 

 
Resolution: Moved Cr Peoples     Seconded Cr Plumb 
2017/11/288 That Council applies for a Special Holiday for Westech in 2020 for the  
  Aramac Community. 

 
Carried 

6/0 
 

 
3.7 DISTRICT MANAGER – BARCALDINE 
 

 
3.7.1  General Information Report  
 
Summary: The District Manager’s – Barcaldine report was submitted to Council for 

information. 
   
Resolution: Moved Cr Gray    Seconded Cr Bettiens 
2017/11/289 That the District Manager’s – Barcaldine General Information Report be 

received. 
 

Carried 
6/0 

 

 
3.8 RURAL SERVICES MATTERS – NIL 
 

 
3.9 CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS - NIL 
 

 
3.10 NOTIFIED MOTIONS  
 

 
3.10.1 Notified Motion – Cr. Dillon - Freedom Parks 
 
Summary:   From the Chief Executive Officer advising that Cr. Sean Dillon has given 

notice of his intention to move a motion at the General Meeting regarding the 
establishment of “freedom of choice camping”. 

 
Resolution: Moved Cr  Peoples    Seconded Cr Plumb 
2017/11/290 That Council prepares a plan to establish “Freedom of Choice Camping” 

for travelling tourists in Muttaburra, Aramac and Jericho. 
 

Carried 
6/0 
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As there was no further business, the Mayor declared the meeting closed at 2.45pm. 
 
CONFIRMED AS A TRUE AND CORRECT RECORD 
 
MAYOR:  _______________________ 
 
DATED:  20 December 2017 
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Attachment 1 
 

BARCALDINE REGIONAL COUNCIL 
 

POLICY 
 

SYSTEM: Communities 
 
POLICY TITLE: Depasturing of Stock on Town Reserves  
 
ADOPTED: 17 March 2010 
AMENDED: 21 April 2010 
 21 July 2010 
 18 September 2013 
 15 November 2017 
 
POLICY NUMBER:  
 
PURPOSE The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines for the depasturing of stock on 

the Alpha, Aramac, Barcaldine, Muttaburra and Jericho Town Reserves. 
 

 
Town Reserves 
 
This Policy applies to the following Town Reserves: 
 
Alpha Lots 3, 6 & 8 on SP136857, Lot 7 on SP175997, Lot 129 on BEL12415 & Lot 1 on 

SP110098 
 
Jericho Lot 51 on MX116, Lot 40 on MX97 & Lot 6 on SP223522 
 
Barcaldine Lots 1-4 on SP243965 
 
Aramac Lot 47 on RY169, Lots 1, 2 & 3 on SP259525 
 
Muttaburra Lot 55 on CM174 & Lot 34 on CM128 
 
Eligibility 
 
1. All stock must be the bona-fide property of the applicant. 

 
2. The applicant may only depasture stock on the nearest town reserve to their residence. 

 
3. The applicant must reside within a designated town area or on rural land of less than 15 

hectares. 
 

4. The applicant must have resided in the Barcaldine Regional Council area continuously for a 
period of one year prior to the date of application. 

 
5. The applicant must be a permanent resident of Barcaldine Regional Council as confirmed by 

the State electoral roll. 
 
6. The applicant must advise the Chief Executive Officer in writing within 7 days of any change 

to their circumstances including residency status. 
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7. The applicant, personally or through an associated entity, must not own or lease more than 

15ha of land for the purpose of depasturing stock, except as per clause 8. 
 
8. The Chief Executive Officer may approve town reserve users to agist a maximum of 30 head 

of cattle and/or horses on other land. 
 

9. Any applicant having overdue debts (over 30 days) for any purpose to the Barcaldine 
Regional Council at the time of an application shall have the application refused until such 
time as the overdue debts are paid in full. 

 
10. Cattle must be clearly branded with a brand registered in the applicant’s name and ear 

tagged with an identification number. 
 
11. Stallions and rigs are not permitted on any town reserve. 
 
12. Only cattle and horses are permitted to be depastured on town reserves. 
 
Operational 
 
1. Each community shall establish a Town Reserve Management Committee consisting of 

reserve stock owners to manage stock on the town reserve in consultation with the Rural 
Lands Officer. 

 
2. Any additional management guidelines determined by the Management Committee must be 

approved by the Chief Executive Officer. 
 
3. The maximum number of stock that may be depastured by each applicant shall be 

determined by the Council but at no time shall exceed the maximum carrying capacity of 
each town reserve.  The maximum carrying capacity (cattle and horses) of each reserve shall 
be: 
 
Aramac:  467 head 
Muttaburra:  378 head 
Barcaldine:  240 head 
Alpha:   130 head 
Jericho:  302 head 
 

4. The maximum stocking rate shall be: 
 

Aramac:  20 cattle and 5 horses per household 
Muttaburra:  30 cattle and 5 horses per household 
Barcaldine:  Total of 8 head (cattle and horses) per household 
Alpha:   Total of 20 head (cattle and horses) per household 
Jericho:  Total of 20 head (cattle and horses) per household 
 

5. If the Chief Executive Officer determines that any town reserve is suffering from overgrazing, 
drought or any condition prejudicial to the continued wellbeing of the stock depastured on the 
reserve, then the stocking rate may be reduced.  The Chief Executive Officer shall issue a 
destocking notice to all permit holders to reduce numbers to a level determined acceptable 
by the Chief Executive Officer. 

 
6. Steers are to be removed from the town common at each muster when, in the opinion of the 

Rural Lands Officer, such stock has reached the age of twelve months. 
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7. Bulls may be permitted on the town reserve as determined by the Chief Executive Officer on 
the advice of the relevant  Management Committee 

 
8. Funds raised from the bull levy and sale of old bulls are to be used for the purchase of 

replacement bulls at no additional cost to Council.   
 
9. Uncontrollable stock as determined by the Rural Lands Officer or Management Committee 

will be required to be removed from the town reserve. 
 
10. Diseased, maimed, aged or poor stock will not be permitted on the reserve and must be 

removed by the owner. 
 
11. Failure to observe all conditions contained in the permit shall result in immediate cancellation 

of any approval previously granted. 
 
Muster 
 
1. A muster of stock shall be carried out every six months by the Management Committee in 

consultation with the Rural Lands Officer. 
 
2. If Council carries out the six monthly muster (not including a Compliance Muster), the cost 

will be charged to each owner on a per head basis at the date of the muster. 
 

3. Council may at any time and for any reason conduct a Compliance Muster of a town 
common.  

 
4. Stock owners wishing to muster on the town reserve, for any reason, must firstly obtain a 

permit from the Chief Executive Officer and give at least 5 days’ notice to all stock owners. 
 
5. It is an express condition of the permit that all stock being mustered must be mustered to the 

designated or other Council approved yards i.e. Council trucking yards in Aramac, the dip 
yards in Muttaburra, the saleyards in Barcaldine, the dip yards in Alpha and the pound yards 
in Jericho. 

 
6. The Management Committee and Rural Lands Officer shall report to the Chief Executive 

Officer full details of stock movements, stock owners and stock numbers at the conclusion of 
each muster. 

 
Permits 
 
1. The Chief Executive Officer will issue a permit to depasture stock to a successful applicant. 
 
2. The Chief Executive Officer reserves the right to refuse an application for a permit or to 

cancel any current permit for any reason including for non-payment of overdue debts to 
Council or for non-compliance with this Policy. 

 
3. Stock shall not be placed on the town reserve before a permit in the prescribed form has 

been approved or without the permission of the Chief Executive Officer. 
 
4. Stock shall become eligible for a permit upon reaching the age of six months.  The Rural 

Lands Officer or a representative appointed by the Chief Executive Officer will be the sole 
judge of age and their determination of the ages will be final. 

 
5. Applications for a permit and fees for depasturage will not be accepted once a Council 

sponsored muster has commenced and non-acceptance will continue until such time as the 
muster is finalized. 
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6. Permits authorised by the Chief Executive Officer will be the only recognized form of 

authority to depasture stock. 
 
Fees 
 
1. Town Reserve fees shall be determined annually and approved during the budget process. 
 
2. Council shall issue an invoice for agistment fees at the start of each quarter (1 January, 1 

April, 1 July, 1 October). 
 
3. All fees must be paid with 14 days of receipt of invoice. 

 
4. If a stock owner has fees outstanding at the time of a muster, the stock will not be allowed to 

return to the town reserve. 
 

5. In the case of stock being depastured for the first time, fees will apply for the quarter in which 
a permit has been approved. 

 
6. A bull levy shall apply to all female cattle over 12 months of age on the Aramac, Barcaldine 

or Muttaburra Commons and be charged each quarter in advance. 
 

7. All town reserve fees shall still be payable in respect to stock for which no permit has been 
approved. 

 
 
Liability 
 
1. Stock depastured on the town reserve are the sole responsibility of the owner.  Council will not 

be held responsible for any loss of stock or any damage or loss caused by stock. 
 

2. Council is not responsible for stock entering the road reserve. 
 

3. The welfare of all stock on the town reserve is the responsibility of the owner. 
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Attachment 2 
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Attachment B 
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