
MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING 
OF THE BARCALDINE REGIONAL COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 43 DRYDEN STREET, ALPHA 
ON WEDNESDAY 18 SEPTEMBER 2019 

COMMENCING AT 9.10AM 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Councillor R Chandler (Mayor) (In the Chair), Councillors J Gray (Deputy Mayor), G Bettiens, S 
Dillon, M Rogers, B Plumb and G Peoples.  
 
OFFICERS 
S Boxall (Chief Executive Officer), B Walsh (Deputy Chief Executive Officer), D Howard (District 
Manager – Alpha and Jericho), P Coulton (District Manager – Aramac and Muttaburra), J 
Lawrence (District Manager – Barcaldine), R Rolfe (Chief Engineer) and A Newton (Minute 
Secretary). 
 
PRAYER –   Cr Dillon and School Chaplain Tony Dodge read prayers.   
 
CONDOLENCES  
A minute’s silence was observed to mark the passing of Mr Benjamin (Ben) Donald Heumiller of 
Barcaldine and Mr William Hartley Snr. of “Bowen Downs” Muttaburra and Mr Derwyn Jonathon 
Richard Everingham of Alpha. 
 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE - Nil 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS 
The Mayor acknowledged the traditional owners of the land, past and present. 

 
DECLARATIONS OF COUNCILLORS  
 
Material Personal Interest on any items of Business  
 
Cr Gray for Item 3.4.1 - “I declare that I have a material personal interest in Goal 3 of the Works 
Report (as defined by Local Government Act 2009, section 175B) as I stand to gain a benefit 
depending on the outcome of Council’s consideration of this matter.  I stand to gain a benefit or 
suffer a loss because I am an owner of D Gray Grader and Loader Hire which is a contractor 
which has and is working on projects.  I will be dealing with this declared material personal 
interest by leaving the meeting while this matter is discussed and voted on.” 
 
Cr Peoples for Item 3.1.5 - “I declare that I have a material personal interest in the disposal of 
the old library building in Aramac (as defined by Local Government Act 2009, section 175B) as I 
stand to gain a benefit depending on the outcome of Council’s consideration of this matter.  I 
stand to gain a benefit or suffer a loss because I am an owner of Aramac Cut Price which would 
be in competition with any retail business which may establish in the building.  I will be dealing 
with this declared material personal interest by leaving the meeting while this matter is discussed 
and voted on.” 
 
Cr Peoples for Item 3.6.3 - “I declare that I have a material personal interest in the Aramac 
Bakery (as defined by Local Government Act 2009, section 175B) as I stand to gain a benefit 
depending on the outcome of Council’s consideration of this matter.  I stand to gain a benefit or 
suffer a loss because I am an owner of Aramac Cut Price which would be in competition with any 
retail business which may establish in the building. I will be dealing with this declared material 
personal interest by leaving the meeting while this matter is discussed and voted on.” 
 
Cr Bettiens for Item 3.2.2 - “I declare that I have a material personal interest in the Planning and 
Development Report (as defined by Local Government Act 2009, section 175B) as I stand to gain 
a benefit depending on the outcome of Council’s consideration of this matter.  I stand to gain a 
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benefit or suffer a loss because I am the Director of Capricorn Plumbing and Drainage which is 
carrying works on proposed developments. I will be dealing with this declared material personal 
interest by leaving the meeting while this matter is discussed and voted on.” 
 
Cr Bettiens for Item 3.2.4 - “I declare that I have a material personal interest in 2020 Project 
Progress Report (as defined by Local Government Act 2009, section 175B) as I stand to gain a 
benefit depending on the outcome of Council’s consideration of this matter.  I stand to gain a 
benefit or suffer a loss because I am the Director of Capricorn Plumbing and Drainage which is a 
supplier and contractor involved in several of the projects mentioned in the report.  I will be 
dealing with this declared material personal interest by leaving the meeting while this matter is 
discussed and voted on.” 
 
Cr Bettiens for Item 3.4.1 - “I declare that I have a material personal interest in Goal 3 of the 
Works Report (as defined by Local Government Act 2009, section 175B) as I stand to gain a 
benefit depending on the outcome of Council’s consideration of this matter.  I stand to gain a 
benefit or suffer a loss because I am the Director of Capricorn Plumbing and Drainage which is a 
contractor on projects mentioned in the report.  I will be dealing with this declared material 
personal interest by leaving the meeting while this matter is discussed and voted on.” 
 
Cr Bettiens for Item 3.4.1 - “I declare that I have a material personal interest in Goal 5 of the 
Works Report (as defined by Local Government Act 2009, section 175B) as I stand to gain a 
benefit depending on the outcome of Council’s consideration of this matter.  I stand to gain a 
benefit or suffer a loss because I am the Director of Capricorn Plumbing and Drainage which is a 
supplier on projects mentioned in the report.  I will be dealing with this declared material personal 
interest by leaving the meeting while this matter is discussed and voted on.” 
 
Cr Bettiens for Item 3.7.2 - “I declare that I have a material personal interest in Response to 
Request for Assistance – Barcaldine Business Expansion and Retention Group Report (as 
defined by Local Government Act 2009, section 175B) as I stand to gain a benefit depending on 
the outcome of Council’s consideration of this matter.  I stand to gain a benefit or suffer a loss 
because I am the owner of a business in Barcaldine.  I will be dealing with this declared material 
personal interest by leaving the meeting while this matter is discussed and voted on.” 
 
Conflict of Interest   
 
Cr Gray for Item 3.2.2 – “I declare that I have a conflict of interest in the Planning and 
Development Report (as defined the Local Government Act 2009, section 175D) as an owner of 
D Gray Grader and Loader Hire which is a contractor that carried out work on the Freedom Park.  
I have determined that this personal interest is not of sufficient significance that it will lead me to 
making a decision on the matter that is contrary to the public interest. I will best perform my 
responsibility of serving the overall public interest of the whole of the Council’s area by 
participating in the discussion and voting on this matter. 
 
However, I acknowledge that the remaining councillors must now determine, pursuant to section 
175E(4) of the Local Government Act 2009: - 
  
(a) Whether I have a real conflict of interest in this matter or a perceived conflict of interest in this 

matter; and 
 

(b) If so, whether: - 
  

(i)  I must leave the meeting while this matter is discussed or voted on; or 
(ii)  I may participate in the meeting in relation to the matter, including by voting on the 

matter.” 
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Resolution: Moved Cr Dillon   Seconded Cr Peoples 

2019/09/306 That Councillor Gray does not have either a real conflict of interest or 
perceived conflict of interest in the matter and is accordingly free to 
participate in the meeting while this matter is discussed, including by 
voting on the matter. 

Carried 
6/0 

 
 

Cr Plumb for Item 3.1.6 - “I declare that I have a conflict of interest in this matter (as defined by 
section 175D of the Local Government Act 2009) as a member on the executive committee of the 
Barcaldine Rifle Club.  I will be dealing with this declared conflict of interest by leaving the 
meeting while this matter is discussed and voted on.” 

 

 
Personal Gifts and Benefits - Nil 
 

 
BUSINESS 
 
1. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 
Summary: The following minutes required confirmation by Council:- 
  General Meeting – 21 August 2019. 
 
Resolution: Moved Cr Peoples Seconded Cr Plumb 
2019/09/307 That the minutes of the General Meeting held by Barcaldine Regional 

Council on the 21 August 2019 be received. 
 

Carried 
7/0 

 
Resolution: Moved Cr Gray   Seconded Cr Dillon 
2019/09/308 That the minutes of the General Meeting held by Barcaldine Regional 

Council on 21 August 2019 be confirmed. 
 

Carried 
7/0 

 

 
2. PETITIONS   
 
2.1.1 Equipment – Barcaldine Town Hall 
 
Summary: The Mayor tabled a petition containing 12 signatures regarding the chairs and 

tables available for use in the Barcaldine Town Hall which the petitioners 
believe are not safe for use by elderly residents. 

 
Resolution: Moved Cr Dillon    Seconded Cr Gray 
2019/09/309 That the petition be received and be referred to the Chief Executive 

Officer for appropriate action if necessary. 
 

Carried 
7/0 
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3. REPORTS 
 

 
3.1 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 

 

3.1.1 Chief Executive Officer Information Report August - September 2019 
 
Summary:   The Chief Executive Officer’s report for August to September 2019 is 

presented to Council. 
 
Resolution: Moved Cr Bettiens    Seconded Cr Plumb 
2019/09/310 That Council receives the Chief Executive Officer’s Report for August to 

September 2019. 
 

Carried 
7/0 

 

 

3.1.2 Councillor Information Bulletin 

 
Summary:   From the Chief Executive Officer tabling a list of items sent to Councillors in 

the Councillor Information Bulletin up to and including 13 September 2019. 

 
Resolution: Moved Cr Plumb    Seconded Cr Gray 
2019/09/311 That the report be received. 

 
Carried 

7/0 
 

 

3.1.3  Community Care Services Report 

 
Summary:   From the Chief Executive Officer reporting on the operations of the Community 

Care Services. 
 
Resolution: Moved Cr Dillon    Seconded Cr Gray 
2019/09/312 That the report be received. 

Carried 
7/0 

 

 

3.1.4 Australian Workers Heritage Centre – Request for Support - Wanpa-rda Matilda 
Outback Education Centre 

 
Summary:   From the Chief Executive Officer reporting on a request for support for the 

extension of the Wanpa-rda Matilda Outback Education Centre Deed of 
Agreement with Education Queensland.  
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Resolution: Moved Cr Plumb     Seconded Cr Bettiens 
2019/09/313 That Council provides letters of support for the extension of the Deed of 

Agreement with Education Queensland and Wanpa-rda Matilda Outback 
Education Centre. 

 
Carried 

7/0 
 

 

Cr Peoples declared an interest in the following matter and left the meeting during discussions 
thereon. 

 

3.1.5  Disposal of Old Library Building - Aramac 

 
Summary:   From the Chief Executive Officer requesting a decision on the future of the old 

library building in Aramac. 
 
 Resolution: Moved Cr Dillon     Seconded Cr Gray 
2019/09/314 That Council offers the old library building located at 68 Gordon Street, 

Ararmac for sale by tender noting that prospective purchasers be made 
aware of the condition of the building, receive a copy of the building 
report prepared by George Bourne and Associates and that the property 
will be sold in an “as is” condition. 

 
Carried 

6/0 
 

At this stage Cr Peoples returned to the meeting. 
 

 

Cr Plumb declared an interest in the following matter and left the meeting during discussions 
thereon. 

 

3.1.6  Barcaldine Rifle Club Boundary Fencing 

 
Summary:   From the Chief Executive Officer reporting on a request from the Barcaldine 

Rifle Club with regard to boundary fencing between the club and the proposed 
Barcaldine Recreation Park. 

  
Resolution: Moved Cr Bettiens    Seconded Cr Peoples 
2019/09/315 That Council authorises the Chief Executive Officer to liaise with 

representatives of the Barcaldine Rifle Club to come to an agreement on 
the size, location and style of boundary fencing to be achieved within the 
current project budget. 

 
Carried 

6/0 
 

At this stage Cr Plumb returned to the meeting. 
 

 



BARCALDINE REGIONAL COUNCIL 

Minutes of the General Meeting held on 18 September 2019 Page | 6 
 

[This is not an official copy of Council’s Minutes] 
 

3.1.7  2015-2019 Corporate Plan 

 
Summary:   From the Chief Executive Officer advising that the Corporate Plan expires this 

year. 
 
Resolution: Moved Cr Dillon    Seconded Cr Gray 
2019/09/316 That in accordance with section 165 of the Local Government Regulation 

2012, Council extends the life of the Corporate Plan until 2020. 
 

Carried 
7/0 

 

 

3.1.8  LGAQ Eight Point Action Plan on Drought - Draft for Consultation 

 
Summary:   From the Chief Executive Officer tabling the draft LGAQ Eight Point Action 

Plan on Drought for consultation. 
 
Resolution: Moved Cr Dillon    Seconded Cr Peoples 
2019/09/317 That Council endorses the draft Local Government Association of 

Queensland Inc. Eight Point Action Plan on Drought. 
 

Carried 
7/0 

 

 

3.2 DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER  
 

 

3.2.1 Deputy Chief Executive Officer’s Information Report – September 2019 

 
Summary:   The Deputy Chief Executive Officer’s report for September is presented to 

Council. 

 
Resolution: Moved Cr Plumb    Seconded Cr Dillon 
2019/09/318 That Council receives the Deputy Chief Executive Officer’s Report for 

May 2019. 
 

Carried 
7/0 

 

 

At 10.15am the meeting adjourned for morning tea and resumed at 10.45am. 

 

At this stage Cr Bettiens declared an interest in the following matter and left the meeting during 
discussions thereon. 

 

3.2.2 Planning and Development Report 

 
Summary:   The Planning and Development Report for the period ending 9 September 

2019 is presented to Council. 
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Resolution: Moved Cr Plumb    Seconded Cr Dillon 
2019/09/319 That Council receives the Planning and Development Report. 
 

Carried 
6/0 

 
At this stage Cr Bettiens returned to the meeting. 

 

 

3.2.3  Audit Committee Report 

 
Summary:   The minutes of the Barcaldine Regional Council Audit Committee meeting held 

on 9 September 2019 are presented to Council. 

 
Resolution: Moved Cr Plumb     Seconded Cr Dillon 
2019/09/320 That Council receives the minutes of the Barcaldine Regional Council 

Audit Committee meeting. 
 

Carried 
7/0 

 

 

3.2.4 2020 Project Progress Report 

 
Summary:   The progress report on the 2020 budget projects is presented to Council. 

 
Resolution: Moved Cr Peoples    Seconded Cr Dillon 
2019/09/321 That Council receives the report.  
 

Carried 
7/0 

 

 

3.2.5  Prevention of Sexual Harassment Policy Review 

 
Summary:   The draft amended Prevention of Sexual Harassment Policy is presented to 

Council for adoption. 

 
Resolution: Moved Cr Plumb    Seconded Cr Bettiens 
2019/09/322 That Council adopts the Barcaldine Regional Council Prevention of 

Sexual Harassment Policy as per Attachment A. 
 

Carried 
7/0 

 

 

3.2.6 Prevention of Bullying Policy Review 

 
Summary:   The draft amended Prevention of Bullying Policy is presented to Council for 

adoption. 
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Resolution: Moved Cr Bettiens    Seconded Cr Gray 
2019/09/323 That Council adopts the Barcaldine Regional Council Prevention of 

Bullying Policy as per Attachment B. 
 

Carried 
7/0 

 
 

 

3.2.7 Domestic and Family Violence Policy 

 
Summary:   The draft Domestic and Family Violence Policy is presented to Council for 

adoption. 

 
Resolution: Moved Cr Bettiens    Seconded Cr Peoples 
2019/09/324 That Council adopts the Barcaldine Regional Council Domestic and 

Family Violence Policy as per Attachment C. 
 

Carried 
7/0 

 
 

 

3.2.8 Amended Drug and Alcohol Policy 

 
Summary:   The draft amended Drug and Alcohol Policy is presented to Council for 

adoption. 

 
Resolution: Moved Cr Plumb    Seconded Cr Rogers 
2019/09/325 That Council adopts the Barcaldine Regional Council Drug and Alcohol 

Policy as per Attachment D. 
 

Carried 
7/0 

 
 

 

3.2.9 Agistment of Council Land Policy 

 
Summary:   The draft Agistment of Council Land Policy is presented to Council for 

adoption. 

 
Resolution: Moved Cr Peoples    Seconded Cr Gray 
2019/09/326 That consideration of the draft Agistment of Council Land Policy be 

deferred to a future meeting of Council. 
 

Carried 
7/0 
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3.3 FINANCE  
 

 

3.3.1 Financial Report  
 
Summary: The financial report for the period ending 31 August 2019 is presented to 

Council. 
 
Resolution: Moved Cr Dillon    Seconded Cr Plumb 
2019/09/327 That Council receives the Financial Report for the period ending 31 

August 2019. 
Carried 

7/0 
 

 
3.4 MANAGER ENGINEERING SERVICES  
 

 
Councillors Gray and Bettiens declared an interest in Goal 3 of the following report and left the 
meeting during discussions thereon.  Cr Bettiens also declared an interest in Goal 5 of the report 
and left the meeting during those discussions. 
 
3.4.1 Works Report  
 
Summary:   From the Chief Engineer submitting for Council’s information, the status of the 

scopes of work assigned to Engineering Services for the period ending 31 
August 2019. 

 
Resolution: Moved Cr Peoples    Seconded Cr Dillon 
2019/09/328 That the Works Report for the period August 2019 be received. 

 
Carried 

7/0 
 

At this stage Councilors Gray and Bettiens returned to the meeting. 
 

 
3.4.2 Asset Management Plan (Stage 1 – Assess and update our road asset information) 
 
Summary:  From the Chief Engineer submitting a progress update on the Asset 

Management Plan Stage 1 for Council’s information. 
 
Resolution:  Moved Cr Peoples    Seconded Cr Plumb 
2015/09/329 That the report be received. 
 

Carried 
7/0 
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3.5 DISTRICT MANAGER – ALPHA AND JERICHO 
 

 

At this stage Cr Peoples left the meeting. 

 

3.5.1 Information Report 
 
Summary: From the District Manager – Alpha and Jericho submitting the Information 

Report for information. 
 
Resolution: Moved Cr Bettiens    Seconded Cr Plumb 
2019/09/330 That the District Manager’s Information Report be received. 
 

Carried 
6/0 

 
At this stage Cr Peoples returned to the meeting. 

 

 

3.5.2 Drowning Prevention and Water Safety Program 
 
Summary: From the District Manager tabling a letter from Alpha Learn to Swim and Alpha 

Amateur Swimming Club Inc. seeking funding from Council to support a 
drowning prevention and water safety program for the local communities of 
Alpha, Jericho, Aramac and Muttaburra. 

 
Resolution: Moved Cr Peoples    Seconded Cr Plumb 
2019/09/331 That Council agrees to support the Alpha Learn to Swim and Alpha 

Amateur Swimming Club Inc.’s drowning prevention and water safety 
program for the local communities of Alpha, Jericho, Aramac and 
Muttaburra following liaison with each community to ascertain preferred 
time frames. 

Carried 
7/0 

 

 
3.6 DISTRICT MANAGER – ARAMAC AND MUTTABURRA  
 

 

3.6.1 Information Report 
 
Summary: From the District Manager – Aramac and Muttaburra submitting the 

Information Report for information. 
 
Resolution: Moved Cr Peoples    Seconded Cr Plumb 
2019/09/332 That the District Manager’s Information Report be received. 
 

Carried 
7/0 
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At 12.30pm Rob Turner, Ashley Zischke, Melissa Radford, Tony Dodge and Scott Radford from 
Scripture Union School Chaplaincy Program attended the meeting to update Council on the work 
the program is carrying out and to thank Council for its financial support. 

 

At 12.50pm the meeting adjourned for lunch and resumed at 2.10pm. 

  

3.6.2  Aramac Tramway Museum – B12 
 
Summary: The Railway Preservation Society of Qld (RPSW) is seeking permission to 

recover the remains of Engine #1 (B12) from the Aramac Tramway Museum 
as part of a proposed restoration project. 

 
Resolution: Moved Cr Gray    Seconded Cr Peoples 
2019/09/333 That Council agrees to vary the Queensland Heritage Register boundary 

to include the B12. 
 

Carried 
7/0 

 

 

Cr Peoples declared an interest in the following matter and left the meeting during discussions 
thereon. 

 

3.6.3  Aramac Bakery 
 
Summary: Following discussions regarding the Aramac Bakery at the August General 

Meeting a number of consultations have taken place with interested parties 
relating to the future of the Aramac Bakery. 

 
Resolution: Moved Cr Bettiens    Seconded Cr Gray 
2019/09/334 That Council agrees to list the Aramac Bakery and residence “For Sale 

by Tender”. 
 

Carried 
4/2 

 
At this stage Cr Peoples returned to the meeting. 
 
At this stage Cr Peoples left the meeting and did not return. 

 

 

3.6.4  RADF Application 
 
Summary: From the Community Development Officer reporting RADF Assessment 

Outcomes and Funded Project Outcome reports 
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Resolution: Moved Cr Rogers    Seconded Cr Dillon 
2019/09/335 That Council declines the application declined by the RADF Committee 

for the amount of $1,730.00 as follows:-  
 

Applicant Project Category Total Cost 
RADF Grant 

Amount 

Barcaldine Cultural 

Association 

Maxine Thompson 

Pastel Workshop 

2 – Building Community 

Cultural Capacity 

$2,930 $1,730 

 
Carried 

6/0 
 

 
3.7 DISTRICT MANAGER – BARCALDINE  
 

 
3.7.1 Information Report 
 
Summary: The District Manager’s – Barcaldine report was submitted to Council for 

information. 
   
Resolution: Moved Cr Plumb    Seconded Cr Rogers 
2019/09/336 That the District Manager’s – Barcaldine General Information Report be 

received. 
 

Carried 
6/0 

 

 
Cr Bettiens declared an interest in the following matter and left the meeting during discussions 
thereon. 
 
3.7.2 Response to Request for Assistance – Barcaldine Business Expansion and 

Retention Group 
 
Summary: From Barcaldine Business Expansion and Retention Group (BBRE) requesting 

Council’s approval for assistance for the value of $2,062.78 be reconsidered to 
align with funding of promotional material for the Buy Local Campaign for the 
Barcaldine business houses and services only. 

   
Resolution: Moved Cr Chandler    Seconded Cr Rogers 
2019/09/337 That Council does not agree to reconsider to provide financial 

assistance to the value of $2,062.78 to Barcaldine Business Expansion 
and Retention Group for promotional material for the Buy Local 
Campaign for the Barcaldine business houses and services only. 

 
Carried 

5/0 
 

At this stage Cr Bettiens returned to the meeting. 
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3.8 CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS  
 

 
Procedural Motion 
 
Resolution: Moved Cr Dillon Seconded Cr Gray 
2019/09/338 That Council move into closed session pursuant to Section 72 of the 

Local Government Act 2009, for the consideration of the future of the 
Alpha Post Office. 

 
Carried 

5/0 
 

Procedural Motion 
 
Resolution: Moved Cr Dillon Seconded Cr Plumb 
2019/09/339 That the meeting move into open session. 
 

Carried 
5/0 

 

 
3.8.1 Alpha Post Office 
 
Summary: From the Chief Executive Officer advising that an approach has been made for 

Council to purchase the Alpha Post Office. 
   
Resolution: Moved Cr Dillon    Seconded Cr Plumb 
2019/09/340 That Council authorises the Chief Executive Officer to negotiate the 

purchase of the Alpha Post Office located at 17 Milton Street, Alpha. 
 

Carried 
5/0 

 

 
3.9 NOTIFIED MOTIONS  
 

 
As there was no further business, the Mayor declared the meeting closed at 2.55pm.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
 
CONFIRMED AS A TRUE AND CORRECT RECORD 
 
MAYOR:  _______________________ 
 
DATED:  October 2019 
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Attachment A 
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Attachment B 
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Attachment C 
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Attachment D 
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